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ADELIOIA OF LOUVAIXE,

SURNAMES THE PAIR MAID  OF BRABANT,

SECOND QUEEN OF HEHBY I.

npHE second consort of Henry I. was Adelicia, or Alice of
JL Louvaine, eldest daughter of Godfrey duke of Brabant and Ida
countess of Namur. The dominions of her father were some-
what more extensive than the modern kingdom of Belgium, and
were governed by him with such ability that he was surnamed
Godfrey the Great. Adelicia inherited the distinguished beauty
for which the Lorraine branch of the house of Charlemagne has
been celebrated; she was remarkable for her proficiency in femi-
nine acquirements. A standard embroidered in silk and gold for
her father, during an arduous contest in which he was engaged for
the recovery of his patrimony, was celebrated throughout Europe
for the taste and skill displayed in the design; but it was unfor-
tunately captured at a battle near the castle of Duras, in 1129, by
the bishop of Liege, placed in the church of St. Lambert, at
Liege, and was carried in procession for centuries.

The fame of the fair maid of Brabant's charms and accomplish-
ments, it is said, induced the confidential advisers of Henry L of
England to recommend their sorrow-stricken lord to wed her, in
hopes of dissipating that corroding melancholy which, siace the
loss of his children i5a the fatal White Ship, had become constitu-
tional He had been a widower two years when he entered into a
treaty with Godfrey of Louvaine for the hand of Ms beautiful
daughter. The contract of marriage was signed on the 16th of April,
1120. King Henry conducted his betrothed bride to England
in the autumn. The nuptials were publicly solemnized at Windsor
on the 24th of January, 1121. Eoger le Poer, bishop of Salisbury,
claimed the right to marry and crown the royal pair, because the
fortress of Windsor was within his diocese. But the aged Ralph,
archbishop of Canterbury, proved that the king and queen of
England were his parishioners, and performed the ceremony. The
kfog determined that the bishop of Salisbiry should crown them.